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JOHM KRAEMER & SONS AND CHARLIE & CO. DESIGN
CREATE A MODERN LAKE MINNETONKA RETREAT.

BY MERRITT BAMRICK
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YOU MIGHT NOT CATCH I'T AT FIRST — THE GLASS BOX HOME TUCKED INTO THE WOODS OFF MAXWELL BAY,
Thiat’s because the simple reclangular form was crafted o complement the lokeshore site, not compete with it “Whal stands
out to me is how perfectly it's designed onto the land,” shares John Kraemer, vice president and director of sales and marketing
for John Kraemer & Sons. He had previously worked with the cents on a mare traditional howse, bt everyone was excited
to Bl something totally diflerent on the lake e0-suane-loot modern retreal that fosiers a connection to the auidoors,

The properly spans neacly 10 acres and brims with the best of Minnesota landscape: rolling hills and blul®s, praide lelds,
wetlands, heavily wooded forests, and, of course, iconic Lake Minnetonka. At the very first meeting, we established that we
wanted to hlur the lHnes of indeor/outdoor,” says Charlle Simmaons, founding principal and designer at Charlle & Cno. Deslgn,
wha wiarked in tandem with architect Anthon Ellis on this project, The duo tock thelr cues Trom the site to celebraie the
natural besuty the chlenrs were d raswn fo.

There was one source of inspiralion in particular a grouping of ledgepole pines. Soaring high inlo the sky, the trees
immediately offered a sense of place and inspired some of the cardiest design choices. The slender trunks are mimicked in
the verticality of the distressed cedar siding, 10-foot-tall sliding glass doors and trallis-lke wooden slats that adorn a stunning
skylight im the Hving room. “The pines are plvotal, hecause you see them before you even enter the house,” explains Ellis, who
posilioned the structune as close Lo the trees as possible (wilthoul disturbing the rools, of course), A Bal rool keeps sighillines
clear, with the trees dramatically exploding beyond the plane.

Omee inside, vou're enveloped in natural light and sweeping water vistas. The team stripped away the walls on the lakeside,
Infilling steel posis with three bays of Marvin sliding plass doors. “Its 60 feet of dynamic views,” Kraemer notes, But why
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