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Every home Every home 
has a story. has a story. 
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When all the kids and grandkids come to the lake to visit,  
a family cabin needs to be spaciously cozy.

written by nancy monroe, photography by spacecrafting
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 “What started out as a 

cozy, little cabin 
evolved into what we loving call ‘the cozy little compound.’”

–CHARLIE SIMMONS, FOUNDER, CHARLIE & CO. DESIGN
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 “You can spend a million dollars per square foot, but if you don’t have 

proper lighting, 
a house will present as dark and imposing.”

–CHARLIE SIMMONS, FOUNDER, CHARLIE & CO. DESIGN
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OOn the drawing board, it started out as a quaint lake cottage 
on heavily wooded land that had previously never been built on. 
But after one year on the drawing board and two for sourcing 
materials and construction, the idea of a “cozy cabin” turned into 
a “cozy compound.” Family is important to the homeowners, 
so ensuring that everyone, from children to grandchildren to 
close friends, had comfortable spaces to sleep, play, and gather  
was paramount. 
	 When the client first started talking to Charlie Simmons, 
founder and principal of Charlie & Co. Design, about designing 
a family retreat, they had definite ideas. “They wanted something 
that fit the location and that felt older. And they didn’t want the 
quintessential Minnesota cabin,” Simmons says.
	 Once Simmons introduced the concept of a Montana-
lodge, the sourcing began. Growing up in Montana, Simmons 
had an affinity for this style of architecture but this was his first 
opportunity to design one.
	 “The client was attracted to log cabins because they were 
old and permanent, but they didn’t like circular logs,” Simmons 
explains. Fortunately, not all log cabins have to have rounded 
edges: Logs can be squared-off timbers. In order to get the look 
the homeowners wanted, the materials were not going to be 
cheap, but they would give the authenticity they were seeking. 
Simmon’s team sourced reclaimed lumber that “could be 50 to 
100 years old” from Montana. The exterior stone, hand-selected 
from Montana as well, had “beautiful hints of brown and gray 
with mineral deposits,” he says. What elevates the reclaimed 
materials are a series of “pops,” such as copper and both polished 
and rough stones.
	 They employed a dry-stack look, stacking reclaimed 
timbers that had been chinked — stucco frosted between the 
logs to fill in the gaps. Reclaimed barn wood that had been 
sitting out in the sun for 50 to 80 years was used as accents 
both inside and out. The wood floors were sourced locally from 
Wisconsin. “They came from a 100-year-old animal barn with 
natural stains that gave them an amazing patina,” he says. 
	 The project was a marriage of ancient building methods 
with modern technology. “Architecture is really the union 
of art and science,” he says. It’s an aesthetic component that 
needs to function with environmental elements, such as tons 
of snow and hot summers with humidity. Homes built with 
natural materials are living, breathing structures that adapt 
to the environment in which they’re placed. That’s the beauty  
of them.
	 On one side of the structure are private zones reserved 
for the owners. Bedrooms are tucked into the roofline with 
four full baths, a guest laundry, and a massive two-story great 
room for communal times. A vast stone terrace rolls out to the 
lake, and a detached garage has space for a guest suite or two  
above it. 
	 And since a house is viewed in both daylight and darkness, 
lighting it properly is the final crowning touch. “It’s all in 
how a house presents itself,” Simmons says. “You could spend 
a million dollars per square foot, but if you don’t have proper 
lighting, the house will present itself as dark and imposing.”
	 Simmons says his firm prides itself on lighting as an 
impressive way to highlight the architectural features and 
landscaping. And in this case, so that every family member’s 
face lights up when approaching the family’s “cozy compound.”
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project credits: 
· designer: charlie & co. design, ltd

· builder: anderson-reda
· interior design: kristy conlin

· landscape design: topo, llc/landscape renovation
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