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RETREAT

A historical home in Crocus Hills takes advantage of its location on a bluff              overlooking St. Paul to add a pool with a pool house that rivals the stateliness of its  
									              Federal-style brick home.  		    written by nancy monroe, photography by corey gaffer photography

Historic 



74 SPRING 2023          75lake society magazine

LANDSCAPE

project credits: 
· designer: charlie & co. design, charlie simmons, founder and principal

· general contractor: anderson-reda “A full basement in your pool house!” That became our  

lemonade room; we made lemonade out of lemons.”  – HOMEOWNER



76 SPRING 2023          77lake society magazine

TThere’s only one amenity missing from St. Paul 
homeowners’ exceptionally well-appointed Crocus Hill 
pool house—bedrooms.
	 That’s due to multifamily-unit city codes, but  
who needs bedrooms when you have the quintessential 
Minnesota cabin experience just steps from  
your backdoor?
	 Charlie Simmons, founder of Charlie & Co. 
Design,had already tackled several projects in the  
Federal-style historical home, so he was the ideal 
candidate for this new project. And after discovering 
a collapsed and buried 3-story carriage house on the 
site of the future pool house, he and Kareem Reda of  
Anderson-Reda, were the unflappable masterminds who 
flipped a potential disaster into an unusual feature for a 
pool house—a basement. But not just any basement, one 
with a movie theater, game room and second bathroom.
	 The homeowners were at that stage of life when 
whether or not to invest in a cabin up north was the 
question. Older friends warned that once kids hit high-
school age, the cabin treks lose their appeal. Fortunately, 
the couple’s home had a bluff view with a flat backyard 
that begged for a swimming pool. And a swimming 
pool begged for a pool house. 
	 The project started with a long list of must-
haves, Charlie says, including a full kitchen, hangout 
area, dining room, bathroom/changing room and a 
mudroom that was actually a space for wet towels  
and storage. 
	 That began what the homeowner described as their 
version of the kids’ book, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie. 
Once started, one amenity led to another. 
	 “There were two directions we could have gone,” 
Charlie says. The first was to match the main house’s 
black Spanish slate roof and red Carolina brick facade. 

“We started looking at materials and discovered the pool 
house was becoming competition for the house,” he 
says, adding that the solution was a ”garden shed from  
down south.” 
	 The elegant “shed” was finished with wood siding 
painted white. The Carolina red brick was duplicated 
on a massive standalone fireplace on the bluff side of 
the property that can be seen from the house and on 
a barbecue, tucked out of sight. Architectural details 
from the house’s exterior and interior were used to tie 
the two structures together. And while once inside you 
may forget you’re in a pool house, an entire wall of glass 
opens up for the action to flow out to the pool and view. 
	 But then there was the unforeseen: the turntable 
used to turn horses around in the original carriage house 
from a bygone era. “It was all fun until the first scoop hit 
something,” Charlie says about day one of construction. 
They kept turning the excavator and it kept hitting 
something hard. “That’s the backstory and the reason 
I love working on older homes,” Charlie says. “Kareem, 
the general contractor, was a rock star. Instances like 
this can be stressful, but there were no freak-outs, only 
problem solving.”
	 This turned a fair-weather pool house into a  
four-season, 4-star retreat.
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“If you have a pool, that means  

you need a pool house. 
And as an accessory home, you borrow some aspects of the main 
house without making it a copy.”
 – CHARLIE SIMMONS, FOUNDER/PRINCIPAL
CHARLIE & CO. DESIGN


