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Land and water views from inside nearly every room in this thoughtfully designed 
custom home are breathtaking and immersive.

written by ellen olson, photography by spacecrafting

CREEKSIDE BEAUTY
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“This is one of the 

most unique urban parcels 
I’ve ever had the chance to work with.”

–CHARLIE SIMMONS, FOUNDING PRINCIPAL, CHARLIE & CO

HOME
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HOME “The designer took a 

forward-thinking approach 
to private and public spaces on the first floor.”
–CO-LISTING AGENT, BETSY LUCAS, COLDWELL BANKER REALTY
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HOME

project credits: 
residential design: charlie & co
builder: streeter custom builder
landscape design: travis van liere studio, llc
listing agents: megan gaillard and  
betsy lucas, coldwell banker realty
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HOME

WWhen an Edina Sunnyslope property listing was recently posted 
on the MLS as “coming soon,” the market response was swift and 
enthusiastic. The home, built in 2013, is located on a peninsula-like 
lot surrounded by water, with 450 feet of shoreline on Minnehaha 
Creek. The home’s design, its orientation, and endless walls of 
windows provide light and outdoor views that are immersive. 
Stunning natural views from inside the home include water, mature 
pine trees, an expansive lawn, and beautiful landscaping. The rooms 
flow effortlessly, with a wide terrace that invites family and guests to 
enjoy the outdoors.  
	 The custom home was designed by Charlie & Co, and built by 
Streeter Custom Builder. Both firms are highly regarded in the Twin 
Cities. “This is one of the most unique urban parcels I’ve ever had 
the chance to work with,” commented Charlie Simmons, Founding 
Principal and Designer, Charlie & Co. “It is a big piece of property 
in an old, well-established neighborhood.” 
	 “My clients relocated from a very urban setting, so they wanted to 
build something different from what they had come from. One style 
of home that resonated with them was a transitional farmhouse,” he 
continued. “We filtered through hundreds of photos of farmhouses, 
and the Gothic style homesteads, with its steep pitched roofs, and 
gables was what resonated with them. They wanted the home to blend 
into the neighborhood but still represent who they are as individuals.” 
Because the home is on a creek, there were more setbacks than usual, 
including a 100-year flood plain, which helped dictate the placement 
of the home. “The lot essentially told us how the home should sit 
on it,” said Charlie. “The house is situated laterally and is long and 
narrow. We wanted to break up the massing, so we created the 
illusion that the garage is its own building, connected to the home 
with a glass-walled breezeway with a metal barrel roof. A plinth, a 
stone retaining wall, anchors the house visually, and lifts the house a 
bit higher, so a walkout from the lower level was possible.” 
	 The interior of the home is very modern yet calming and 
serene. The H-shaped floor plan creates an animated architecture 
and allows for several rooms to have windows on three sides, which 
floods the home with natural light. Shadows create their own drama 
throughout the day and the four seasons. “With such a dynamic 
piece of property, I wanted to create a visual and visceral connection 
to the land, as well as the water, from inside the home,” he added. 
	 A unique blend of materials was used for the kitchen cabinets: 
polished white lacquer, natural walnut, and a dark stained wood. It 
became an art installation of its own, which is functional, as well as 
beautiful. Floors throughout the home are wide, live sawn white oak 
planks stained to resemble walnut. 
	 “The designer took a forward-thinking approach to private and 
public spaces on the first floor,” remarked realtor Betsy Lucas. “There 
is connectivity throughout the main level. The kitchen and family 
room are open and inviting, while a separate dining room and living 
room offer choices for both formal and informal gatherings.” 
	 “The home is a fabulous property for entertaining, relaxation, 
and recreation,” said Megan Gaillard, one of the listing agents. “A 
full apartment above the three-car garage, as well as a full guest suite 
on the lower level, offer a lot of flexibility and privacy for guests, as 
well as an opportunity for multigenerational living, a feature that 
has become increasingly more important to buyers.”
	 The architecture and design of the home still feel modern 
eight years later. In combination with the natural beauty of the 
setting, the property offers an unparalleled opportunity for creating  
lasting memories.


